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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF JUSTICE

Even in challenging times the state of the Idaho judiciary is strong and we continue a tradition of
innovation, collaboration, and service to Idaho.

Over the last year, with the help of the Idaho Legislature and Governor Otter, we have made an
important addition to the Idaho Court of Appeals with the addition of one more judge to help
with its increasing caseload. Judge David Gratton was appointed by Governor Otter to fill that
important new position.

In addition to their regular caseloads, Idaho judges continue to devote countless hours presiding
over problem-solving courts, which include adult felony and juvenile drug courts, DUI courts,
and adult and juvenile mental health courts.

Their efforts are producing positive results. Idaho has 54 problem-solving courts that supervised
1,983 offenders in 2008, an increase of 9% from the prior year. A recent statewide evaluation of
adult drug courts showed significant reductions in recidivism for participating offenders
compared to a matched comparison group who received traditional management of probation.

Idaho has four Child Protection Drug Courts, which handle child abuse and neglect cases in
which the abuse or neglect is related to the parents' substance abuse. A national study of similar
courts elsewhere has shown that when parents participated in such a court, their children spent
less time in out-of-home placement and, when returned to parental custody, were less likely to be
abused and removed again. We can expect similar results in Idaho. Two of Idaho's Child
Protection Drug Courts are part of a national initiative by the Administration for Children and
Families and will be extensively evaluated through Idaho State University over the next four
years.

There are seven domestic violence courts in Idaho, in which defendants are forced into treatment
and held accountable through enhanced judicial monitoring, including regular "face-to-face"
meetings with the judge. An assessment of domestic violence courts in eastern Idaho has shown
that a domestic violence court can significantly reduce violations of no contact orders and civil
protection orders by offenders in that court. Legislation will be introduced during the 2009
session to strengthen domestic violence courts statewide.

Because of the emotions involved, some of the more challenging court cases are domestic
relations actions involving minor children. Judges throughout the state participate in parent
education classes during which they introduce families to the court process and explain the
variety of tools available to assist them in resolving child custody issues. In a statewide exit
survey, parents who attended such classes gave the judges high marks, stating that the
information was helpful and that it was reassuring to know they were being served as
individuals. Over ninety percent of those parents said they would make a stronger effort to
reduce parental conflict for the sake of their children's long-term best interests.



We continued during 2008 to increase the number of forms available online all in the interest of
assisting Idahoans with access to the courts. For some of the more complex types of cases, such
as domestic relations cases involving minor children, forms can be completed through an online
interactive interview to make it easier for the pro se litigants. Five of the interactive interviews
are also in Spanish. These online forms have been used by litigants in all forty-four Idaho
counties. Of all states, Idaho has the third highest number of forms available online for pro se
litigants. Of course, online forms cannot replace an attorney, but they provide an essential
resource for the many citizens who cannot afford counsel to represent them.

Last year we also began providing online access to a data repository through which Idahoans can
check the register of actions of cases in the trial courts of every county in the state. There are
about 60,000 hits per day on the repository.

It does not appear that the recent economic downturn will result in a decrease in cases filed in
Idaho courts. When the last seven months of 2008 are compared to the last seven months of
2007, we see a three to four percent increase in cases filed in the district courts and magistrate
courts. Some types of cases have increased dramatically, with civil filings in the district courts
increasing almost eighteen percent and felony DUI's increasing thirty-four percent.

The Idaho courts have been able to provide adequate judicial resources only through the use of
senior judges. Paying retired judges at a daily rate to preside over cases costs taxpayers less than
increasing the number of judges in those parts of the state where the population has increased
significantly faster than judicial positions.

The recent economic downturn certainly presents challenges for the judiciary. For years we have
endeavored to keep the judicial budget for operating expenses and administrative personnel at
the lowest level possible to provide the resources and services necessary for the judiciary to
provide equal access to justice, the expeditious resolution of cases, and the training and support
necessary for judges to utilize innovative techniques to address some of the most difficult
problems in our society. We look forward to working with the legislature to find ways to ensure
that the citizens of Idaho can continue to have trust and confidence in their judiciary.
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